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Abstract 

Nigeria has in the last decade witnessed an unprecedented increase in 
terrorist attack such as bombings and kidnapping and as a consequence led 
to the loss of lives and properties, the migration of people to safe zones while 
discouraging foreign investments. This paper, therefore takes a close look at 
the effect of terrorism on the girl child in Nigeria and its impact on 
sustainable development. The study discusses the origin of terrorism while 
outlining the cause of terrorism in Nigeria. It highlights that the girl child is 
subjected to sexual exploitation, mental torture, unwanted pregnancies, and 
used to smuggle weapons. It further highlights that the activist of terror 
groups in the Niger Delta, Eastern Nigeria and other areas are motivated 
most times by marginalization while recommending that the government as 
well as civil societies should do more to protect the girl child as well as 
tackle the fundamental problems that encourage the thriving of terrorist 
groups in Nigeria.  
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Globally, the world is faced with challenges which include poverty, climate 
change, terrorism, natural disasters, religious and tribal conflicts to mention a few. 
Amongst these challenges terrorism is fast becoming a crisis that will be difficult to 
curtail, understand or prevent. The recent terrorist attacks in Paris, Mali, Iraq, US, 
Nigeria and Belgium are clear indicators to the spread of these terrorist acts globally. 
Terrorism presently has evolved into a hydra-headed monster that poses unprecedented 
and unpredictable danger to lives and property. According to Global Terrorism Index 
since 2000, the number of persons who have died from terror related acts has risen by 
nine-fold, with 2014 recording a rise from 1811 in 2013 to 32,685 in 2014 the largest 
ever recorded (Global Terrorism Index, 2015).  

From kidnapping, assassinations, ethnic cleansing, suicide bombs, armed 
robbery. Terrorism has reared its ugly head globally displacing millions of people 
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while affecting economies of nations and in some cases, their sovereignty (Ogege, 
2013).  Almost on daily basis, terrorist acts are carried out all across the world with 
78% of reported cases occurring in Pakistan, Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and Nigeria 
(Global Terrorism Index, 2015).   

Terrorism 2000 years ago, was largely restricted to certain regions such as the 
middle-east, northern Africa and some parts of Europe  and these terrorist acts were 
mostly carried out under the guise of revolutionary autonomy in that, they believed 
they could use violence to rid themselves of political and colonial slavery. The Fenian 
Brotherhood, the Haganah, Irgun and Lehi Zionist groups and the Muslim Brotherhood 
are examples of these terrorist groups (Jackson, 2005).   

Terrorism today has however developed many facets and its complicated 
political, social and economic cause yet to be adequately ascertained and dealt with. It 
has therefore, become one of the most complex and complicated phenomenon the 
world is facing today.   
Terror, derived from the Latin word which means horror (Mishra, 2004) was 
introduced in France during the French revolution with a view to defining a new 
system of government. Its goal was to stimulate democracy and popular rule by 
cleansing itself of its perceived enemies. Unfortunately, these violent acts by this 
regime (de la terreur) eventually turned into a dreaded instrument of the state 
(Abegunde, 2013). 

This consequently gave the term terrorism a negative meaning. Terrorism did 
not gain popularity until the late 19th century when a collection of Russian 
revolutionaries used to describe their struggle against the Tsarist. This marked the 
evolution of terrorism into what it is today (Hoffman, 2009). Hoffman (1998) 
highlights that, the word “terrorism” is charged with political and emotional undertone. 

This therefore makes it difficult to arrive at definition that will be generally 
accepted. According to studies carried out by Schmid&Jongman (1988) there are over 
1000 definitions of terrorism.In the 1970s and 1980s, the United Nations sort to define 
terrorism but could not reach a consensus as a result of the differences of opinion 
between members with regard to the use of violence in the context over national 
liberation and self-determination (Martyn, 2002). For instance, the CIA attempted to 
overthrow President Fidel Castro of Cuba in the 1980s. In Africa, many African, 
Eastern European and Arab nations backed liberation movements that fought against 
apartheid in South Africa and the white minority government in Zimbabwe 
(Abegunde, 2013). As such it can be deduced that one man’s terrorism is another 
man’s freedom fight.  

According to Udama (2013) terrorism is the premeditated, deliberate, 
systematic murder, mayhem, and threatening of the innocent to create fear and 
intimidation in order to gain a political or tactical advantage, usually to influence an 
audience. Charchar (et al., 2013) defines terrorism as that act of terror that seeks to 
cause mayhem and destruction. It involves the bombing of structures, humans, 
kidnapping in order to cause fear and create a sense of uncertainty. Furthermore 
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Madunga (2001) maintains that terrorism is the introduction of violence with a view to 
achieving certain political objectives. Abegunde (2013) describes terrorism as an 
ideology-motivated strategy of internationally forbidden act of violence designed to 
inspire terror within a particular segment of a given society in order to achieve a 
power. Arvind (2009) opines that terrorism ranges from socio-economic and political 
theories that are structured around the environs and character. He further highlights 
that terrorism could be motivated by the desire for revenge of personal gains. 
According to Udama (2013), terrorism could be motivated by religious differences, 
political frustration or resentment against government as a result of oppression and 
inequality.  

Terrorism however attained global recognition and condemnation after the 
bombings of September 11th in United States and similar attacks in Spain and Britain 
(Odock, 2006; Duru&Ogbonnaya, 2010, Aydinli, 2016). As a consequence, millions of 
dollars were designated by countries in the fight against terrorism (Global Terrorism 
Index, 2015). It can therefore not be argued that the effects of terrorism transcends 
beyond one region. 
Terrorist groups such as ISIS, Hezbollah, Boko Haram, the Tijjaniya, Tuareg Fighters, 
Kala-Kato, Militant groups in the Niger Delta, Hamas, Al-Qaeda, IRA and most 
recently in Nigeria have caused devastating levels of loss of lives and properties. They 
have resorted to using the internet to spread their ideologies, display their hideous acts 
and instill fear in the hearts of the populace (Chacharet al., 2013).  
 
Terrorism in Nigeria 

Nigeria a former colony of Britain currently has a population of about 165 
million. Located along the western parts of Africa, the country is a multi-culturally 
diverse country with more than five hundred different languages and two hundred and 
fifty ethnic groups (Udama, 2013). He further opines that since the amalgamation in 
1914, fusing this multi-culturally diverse groups into a unified entity has proved 
challenging. 

According to Adegbami & Uche (2015) after the independence in 1960, the 
country has continuously experienced internal conflicts that have threatened the very 
foundation of its formation.  Udama, (2013) posits that the civil war between 1967-
1970 is a clear example of the culmination of the tensions. 
In recent years, the country has suffered its fair share of terrorism. From the terrorist 
acts carried out by Boko Haram and herdsmen to the bombing of pipe lines, 
kidnapping and killing of expatriates by militant groups in the Niger Delta. The 
country has slowly digressed from being an emerging market for organizations to 
invest in to a den for terrorist. 

In 2014 alone, it is estimated that about 6,644 persons were killed from the 
activities of Boko Haram (Global Terrorism Index, 2015) and millions lost to the 
destructions caused by militant groups in the Niger Delta (Odularo, 2008; Akinlo, 
2012). The recent rise in terrorist activities in Nigeria still finds its origins in the 
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amalgamations (Udama, 2013). Ogege (2009) asserts that the recent and incessant 
terrorist attacks can be traced to agitation for resource control, unemployment, poor 
infrastructural development, feeling of marginalization. 

As a result of this developing phenomenon, the Nigerian government and 
previous governments have set aside billions of Naira in security vote and other 
avenues in the hope of striking down the ugly head of terrorism in Nigeria (Ewetan, 
2013).  This attention on terrorism has created micro economic instabilities and leaks 
in the Nigerian economy and the continuous challenge of infrastructural constraints 
and rising inflation.  Lutz & Lutz (2014) contends that Nigeria has seen its inflation 
rate sky rocket in the past decade as a result of terrorism. The tourism sector in Nigeria 
has faced serious challenges as result of terrorist activities in the country. As a result of 
the growing menace of terrorism, it is estimated that as a consequence of terrorism in 
Nigeria, foreign direct investment dropped by 30% in 2010 (Global Terrorism Index, 
2015).  

Terrorism in a nation therefore, is the antecedent to insecurity and stagnant 
national development. Scholars have agreed on the link that exists between security 
and sustainable development (Igbuzor, 2011; Nwanegbo&Odigbo, 2013). A nation 
cannot develop or grow socio-economically, politically and educationally if its citizens 
are deprived of societal development and security. It is therefore critical for a nation to 
attain sustainable development in order to ensure that development is in uniform. 
 
Concept of Development 

For a developing country such as Nigeria to attain growth there is need for 
uninterrupted development, investment friendly policies and environment, economic 
stability as well stable governance process. Development can be described as the 
routine procedure by which a nation provides for its entire population by making sure 
that they have the basic requirements of life such as housing, health and nutrition 
(Adegoke, 2016).  

Oludayo (2004) opines that development seeks to provide employment and 
improve technological innovations.  It can be deduced that development is the change 
and evolvement that is experienced in socio-economic growth and societal 
transformation. Ibietan (2014) advocates that this change may be in the form of 
societal improvement, Gross domestic product or political advancement. Change 
however, does not only include value of profit obtained from economic, societal or 
political advancement but also from the growth of all round human welfare and 
happiness. This justifies the definition of Gboyega (2003) who advocates that 
development is concerned with the improving in every aspect the conditions of human 
existence.  

Akpan (2009) therefore concludes that development is a multidimensional 
political, social and structural transformation process. Adegoke (2016) states that 
development simply means improvement of the conditions of a nations citizens 
irrespective of their political class in such a sustainable way that does not affect future 
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citizens. Ibietan (2014) asserts that development seeks to enhance the security and 
livelihoods of its citizens by ensuring equitable distribution of wealth through, 
improvements in education, housing and other essential aspects. 
 
Concepts of Sustainable Development  

This is a multi-dimensional concept that can be theorized in various ways. 
According to the Bruntland Commission of 1987, sustainable development is simply 
the development that is concerned with meeting the need of the present day without 
jeopardizing the ability for future generations to obtain their needs (Emas, 2015). 
Ogege (2013) posits that another conceptualized consideration that seeks to define 
sustainable development includes the “human angle” to the definition. Highlighting 
that sustainable development is based on the variables and features of human 
advancement. It can also be described as the development that seeks to guarantee the 
continuity and survival of a nation. 

As such, sustainable development can be deduced to be a dynamic framework 
that seeks to give individuals with employment options, decreases poverty and 
guarantees unbiased distribution of wealth in the Nigerian society. Hence, sustainable 
development seeks to guarantee the continuity and genuine survival of a nation 
(Fagbemi, 2007; Nwabueze, 2010; Mehta &Maretzki, 2014).  (Boyle &Birnie, 2002) 
states that sustainable has become the basis through which developmental activities 
can be evaluated.    

Terrorism presents challenges for an all-inclusive process of development. In 
recent times the activities of terrorist groups in Nigeria has hampered efforts at 
ensuring sustainable development. As a result of terrorism, areas worst hit by terrorist 
have experienced large scale human rights violations and destructions of properties to 
mention a few. Particularly affected by these activities is the girl child in Nigeria. As 
the saying goes “girls are the women of tomorrow”.  
This paper therefore seeks to analyse the impact of terrorism on the girl child and its 
implications for sustainable development in Nigeria. 

Andrew &Etumabo (2016) describes a girl child a female that is between the 
ages of 6-18. Ada (2007) further defines the girl-child as a female offspring below the 
age of 14. According to Offorma (2009) a girl-child is a biologically female offspring 
below the age of 18 years. Stang& Story (2006) posits that this phase marks the stages 
of development that involve infancy and early and late adolescence.   

The girl-child is primarily a young female person, who eventually develops 
into a woman and settles down (Andrew &Etumado, 2016). Oluyemi-kusa (2007) 
asserts that the girl child in the Nigerian context is unfairly treated as a result of the 
patriarchal system that is operated in the African culture. Omoyibo, 
Egharevba&Iyanda (2010) posit that women in the Nigerian society are seen as a 
property of the man.  Onyido, (2014) opines that the girl-child faces all forms of 
gender discrimination such as labour market, societal, political, professional 
discrimination from  the society at large. This view is further supported by Ada (2007) 
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who argues that, the Nigerian parent prefer to send their male kids to school than their 
daughters.  

A 2014 UNICEF report estimates that about 10.5 million children in Nigeria 
are out of school. Thus, making Nigeria one of the leading countries with out of school 
children (UNICEF, 2015).Onyido (2016) asserts that the girl child discrimination is as 
a result of cultural practices, poverty and religious differences as well early marriages 
to mention a few.  This physical, mental and sexual abuse is not restricted to religious, 
regional or ethnic classification as it affects all tribes in Nigeria (Oladepo et al., 2011).  

A Report by the United Nations Population Fund highlights that the gender in-
equality experienced by the girl-child in the African culture exposes them to in-
humane treatment during moments of terrorism or periods of war. From the kidnap and 
impregnation of EseOruru, to the widely publicized abduction of the “Chibok girls”. It 
is quite obvious the impacts of terrorism are detrimental to the society and the nation 
as a whole.  
 
Consequences of Terrorism on the Girl-Child 

As earlier highlighted, the activities of terrorist have serious consequences on 
women and girls (Zenn& Pearson, 2014). Scholars have highlighted the increasing 
cases of terrorism related sexual abuse on the women and girls. According to 
Staudinger and Ortbal (2013) sexual abuse can be said to one of the most pervasive yet 
poorly acknowledged human rights abuses in the world. Buba (2015) posits that sexual 
abuses rise during times of war. Marion and Leah et al, (2004) states that in the 
Rwandan conflicts in Darfur and Congo, reports of sexual abuse on girl-child were 
alarming. In the Niger Delta region, this is equally the case as the girl child faces abuse 
and humiliation. Ihayere et al., (2014) points out that women and girls are subjected to 
unimaginable human rights abuses in the Niger Delta as a result of the exploits of 
military and the militants in the region. In 2001, a report by the Center for Democracy 
and Development indicted the military for perpetuating most of the gender based 
violence in the Niger Delta (Ikelegbe, 2005). For instance, in October 1999, an Ikwerre 
woman was raped by security forces in Port Harcourt this caused an uproar nationwide 
(Human Rights, 1999). In the northern parts of Nigeria, where the activities of Boko 
Haram have led to loss of lives and properties, women and girls are forced into 
marriages by their captors. It is estimated that about 2000 girls have been killed since 
the crisis begun. Barkindo, Gudaku& Wesley, 2013 concludes that today, women 
bodies have become the battlegrounds to be conquered during times of war. 

Zenn& Pearson (2014) posit that terrorists are developing the tactics of using 
women and girls to smuggle their weapons and carry out attacks. These deceptive 
technique employed by terrorist has allowed arms smuggling to thrive 
(Ayuba&Okafor, 2014). Ojakorotu (2009) highlights that proliferation of weapons in 
the Niger Delta region has fueled the crises in the region leading to years of violence 
and militarism both on the part of the Federal Government and the communities. In the 
North, girls are been used to carry out terrorist attacks. Recently, two adolescent girls’ 
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detonated bombs in Yobe State (Guardian, 2015) abducted girls also smuggle bombs 
and weapons for terrorist groups and forced into marriages by their captors 
(Maiangwa&Amao, 2015). The recent incident in Borno where a suspected female 
suicide bomber was killed by Nigerian troops during the Sallah celebrations is a clear 
indicator to the new tactics developed by terrorist groups (Vanguard, 2016).  

As a result of terror activities in the Nigeria, many girls have been killed or 
orphaned leaving many of them traumatized and vulnerable.  In the northern parts of 
Nigeria, more than 100 IDP camps have been set up for internally displaced people 
with close to 1000 persons crossing into Niger and it is estimated that four out of five 
of these refugees are women and girls (UNHCR, 2014). 
Maiangwa&Amao (2015) highlights that terrorist are increasingly using girls to carry 
out ugly acts. In the Niger Delta, South East and West regions, girls are used to spy on 
unsuspecting victims of kidnaps. While in some parts of Northern Nigeria, the girl 
child have been used to lure soldiers into the bush where they are killed.   

It must however be pointed out that the militant activities in the Niger Delta, 
South eastern  and South Western parts of Nigerian do not compare with the activities 
of Boko Haram in the northern parts of Nigeria do not in any way compare or equate.  
Joda&Abdulrasheed (2015) opines that the underlying motives bothering that caused 
the formation of Movement for the survival of Ogoni People, Niger Delta People 
Volunteer Force (NDPVF), the Oduduwa People’s Congress (OPC), The Movement 
for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra and more recently IPOB 
(Indigenous People of Biafra) bother on socio-economic and regional marginalization 
issues. Nevertheless across Nigeria, similar factors have caused the militarization of 
agitation groups and the eventual terrorization of other citizens. Below are a number of 
these factors:  
• Unemployment & illiteracy 
As a result of unemployment and illiteracy, terrorism grows as perpetuators can easily 
take advantage of the economic conditions to manipulate, instigate individuals against 
others or the state. Chika (2014) posits that monetary incentives are applied by terrorist 
to motivate persons to carry out these attacks. 
 
• Perception of oppression and exploitation 
When a group of persons feel intimidated or exploited, they have the capability of 
carrying out acts that can devastating effects on their surrounding (Onuoha, 2010). For 
instance, the Niger Delta agitators agitating for resource control (Nwankwo, 2015). 
The IRA of Britain, agitating for independence as a result of exploitation (Chika, 
2014). 
Boko Haram in Northern Nigeria, agitating against western culture and education 
(Ogege, 2013). 
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• Political ideologies and grievances 
This is an important factor that can influence an individual, group or government to 
carry out terrorist activities. For instance, the last three years has seen more than 
militant groups have sprung up as a result of ideological beliefs that aim to pursue 
unlawful aims and objectives (Global Terrorism Index, 2015).Nwagbara, (2010) posits 
that as a result of lack of political inclusiveness in political governance can cause 
certain individual or groups to join or create terrorist groups. According to Osita-
Njoku et al (2015) left and right wing terrorist groups most times desire to be part of 
the running their country, and when denied the opportunity resort to violence in order 
to frustrate the efforts of the government. 
 
• Corruption 
Corruption is defined as the misappropriation or abuse of public office for personal 
gains (Aidt, 2003). While corruption is most times linked to the public sector it also 
exist in other areas of governance such as private business sector, NGO activities and 
political parties. It can come in form of misappropriation of funds, fabrication of 
records, kickbacks, campaign contribution, extortion, nepotism (Jain, 2001). 
Corruption is a problem every nation must face and tackle. In the Nigerian state 
majority of its citizens believe that the Nigerian government is corrupt and do not 
represent the needs of the populace. The worrisome part is that a good percentages of 
the populace in the Niger Delta are sympathetic to the activities of the militants and 
protest in Nigeria in some way (Smock, 2009). Thus, as a result of corruption, 
individuals or groups are forced to take up arms in order to replace the administration 
peacefully. 
 
• Religious extremism 
Religious extremism can be defined as any ideology or act that is viewed as 
inappropriate or fails to meet acceptable moral standards. It can lead to violent 
outcomes (Ibrahim , 2002). It must therefore be highlighted that every religion has its 
own fundamentalist who will do whatever it takes to protect their religion or faith 
(Singh, 2015).  
 
Conclusion 
The activities of terrorist groups in Nigeria has displaced millions of people in Nigeria 
as well  ascrippled the socio economic activities. These activities have a damaging 
impact on children and in particular the girl-child who faces sexual abuse, exploitation 
and radicalization as a consequence.  The girl child’s education and protection is of 
great importance to a nation if it seeks to attain sustainable development.  It is 
therefore important that more should be done to curb the growing trend of terrorism in 
Nigeria as well as protect the girl child from the activities of terrorist groups. 
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Recommendation 
1. The Nigerian security agencies should be motivated and equipped to tackle the 

modern challenges of terrorism. 
2.  The government should ensure that security personnel posted to areas of 

tension are of good behavior and in no way intimidate, harass or abuse the 
communities where they are stationed. 

3. Religious leaders should do more in actively preaching against senseless 
killings. 

4. The ruling elite and the government need to realize the impact of terrorism on 
the country and reprioritize government expenditures in such a way that 
poverty alleviation policies and measures be first on the list. 

5. Laws that will improve and assist the war against corruption should be 
introduced to discourage political officers from looting the treasury.  

6. There is need for the Nigerian to critically analyse the cause of the problem 
instead of solely tackling the solely consequences of the problem. Hence, long 
term solutions that seek to address the cause of this problem should be 
implemented. 

7. Schools should introduce courses into the Nigerian school curriculum that are 
aimed at sensitizing and educating its pupils on the need for unity. 

8. Security agencies should ensure that the borders are protected against illegal 
migrants. 
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